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Find the spice of life

in the duplex development of Scarlet Rays in
Sage Hill. See page J4.

NEWCONDOS
AND

RECREATION & INVESTMENT PROPERTIES

EDITOR: BARB LIVINGSTONE 403-235-7339

WWW.CALGARYHERALD.COM/HOMES

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2010

Courtesy, Birchwood Properties

An artist’s rendering of The Boulevard Townes of Quarry Park, which is being built by Birchwood Properties in the mixed-use neighbourhood.

A walk in
S
the park ...
and to work

years. “I wouldn’t have considered living
anywhere else,” he says. Until now.
Remington is developing the large new
mixed-use residential neighbourhood of
Quarry Park.
Builders include Birchwood Properties, which has a townhouse project
called The Boulevard Townes of Quarry
Park.
Menzies will be moving into one of the
units by the end of the year.
“This is not quite downtown living,
but close to it,” says Menzies.
“What’s happening here affords me
opportunities to do the things I like, including walking to work.”

KATHY MCCORMICK
CALGARY HERALD

andy Menzies loves to walk and
ride a bike — or his latest passion,
a motorcycle.
He loves the vibrancy of shops, services, restaurants, pubs and entertainment venues that are close by. It means
plenty of people and action all the time.
Menzies could be the poster boy for
inner-city living.
“I like downtown,” says the vice-president of land development for Remington
Development Group.
He is currently dwelling in a condo
near Talisman Centre and has lived in a
multi-family home in the inner city for

Quarry Park developer moving
into unit within community

SEE PARK, PAGE J2
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PRIVATE PARADISE

Right now, it’s a hilly, thickly treed lane in Mont-Tremblant, Que. But give it

a few years and it will be a luxurious gated community with its own private lake. See page J14.
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The freedom of maintenance-free living
with the features of a single-family home:
Read about it in our Condo Xtra magazine.
Go to www.calgaryherald.com/shoplocal
and click on the Real Estate link (under the
ShopLocal search button).
Online

Desperate to escape Calgary’s recent
dreary weather? There are beaches, wine
and warmer temperatures in Osoyoos —
where a Calgary family has purchased a
home at the Watermark Beach Resort on
Canada’s warmest lake. See page J12.
Inside

Courtesy, Kafer family

From left, Debbie and Rudy Kafer with their children Destiny, 9, Kolby, 13, and Damian, 10. The family bought a beachfront residence in Osoyoos, B.C.

Calgary family
finds season
in the sun

Couple buys home in Watermark
Beach Resort in Osoyoos, B.C.

Need some new ideas about how to
get the most out of your vacation home?
Check out our advice in our Recreation
and Investment Properties magazine. Go to
www.calgaryherald.com/shoplocal; click
on Real Estate (under the search button).

or boating enthusiasts like
Calgarians Rudy and Debbie
Kafer, their home at the Watermark Beach Resort has brought
an extended season on the water at
Canada’s warmest lake.
“In April, we were out on the lake
— and golfing. It expands the season
by at least three months,” says Rudy.
Besides boating, the Kafers and
their four children (three live at
home) have also found a cosy community in Osoyoos.
A myriad of amenities are just a
short stroll away from the family’s
beachfront residence.
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Belize is
offering
tax
incentives
to foreigners who
become
permanent
residents.

Inside
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GET WITH THE PROGRAM

Belize encourages offshore business and welcomes
foreigners as local residents.
As author and legal expert Robert Bauman reports in
the September issue of International Living magazine,
of particular interest to potential expats is the central
American country’s Qualified Retired Persons (QRP)
program, which resembles Panama’s popular pensionado program.
Administered by the Belize Tourism Board, it offers

Want to sink your toes in the sand yearround? Belize has a tax incentive program
that aims to offer foreigners significant
advantages if they decide to become
Breaking news at calgaryherald.com

significant tax incentives to those who become permanent residents of Belize.
Foreign residents under the program are exempted
from all taxes on income from sources outside Belize.
They can own and operate international businesses
based in Belize, again exempt from all local taxes. They
can also import personal effects without paying import
duties. Visit www.internationalliving.com
— Marty Hope

permanent residents of the Central
Private lake
American country. See page J14.
part of project
Gated community in Quebec

PATRICK LANGSTON
POSTMEDIA NEWS
OTTAWA
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ight now, it’s a 190hectare spread of hilly,
thickly treed land in
Mont-Tremblant, Que., with a
massive stone and wood entry
gate, a rough road, and lot signs.
Give it a few years, says
Matthew Shear, and it will be
a thriving community of highend, single-family homes.
Owners will enjoy a private
lake, panoramic views and
the sprawling
Laurentian
forest about
130 kilometres
northwest of
Montreal.
Shear is president of The Benjamins Group.
Along with his
business partner Steven Schiff
of Schiff Development, Shear
is building Lac en Ciel, a gated
community south of MontTremblant’s beloved ski runs.
Shear recently cut the ribbon on his latest project, which
straddles the municipalities of
Mont-Tremblant and La Conception, officially launching
a site that will eventually see
more than 100 custom homes
on 0.8- to two-hectare lots.
The lots start at $195,000.
“We wanted to make this
world-class in amenities,” says

CHECK
IT OUT

For more information on Lac en Ciel,
visit www.lacenciel.
com

Shear, a Montreal developer
who grew up in Miami and is
less than enamoured of Tremblant’s endless condos.
When completed, Lac en Ciel
will include recreational trails,
a private ski-toboggan hill, a
swanky club with an infinityedge pool and a marina on the
lake.
Homes must conform to a
contemporary rustic look, using natural materials, like wood
and stone. Minimum home size
is 3,000 square feet, a review
board approves all exteriors,
and the development recommends using one of three local
builders.
Joanne Jackson, one of the
200 or so potential buyers,
well-wishers and bushy-tailed
real estate agents at the launch,
said “I had a chance to buy here
in Tremblant a few years ago.
Maybe I should have.”
A Toronto-based stock market investor and former town
planner who’d journeyed to
Tremblant to check out the
development’s investment
potential, Jackson felt Shear
was “taking quite a chance” by
opening a major development
when the economy is still less
than settled.
Shear has no doubts that he’s
on the right path.
“This is perfect for anyone,
who wants a country home,”
says the 30-year-old developer,
who’s reportedly secured fund-

Courtesy, Lac en Ciel

An artist’s rendering of the Lac en Ciel project near Mont-Tremblant in Quebec.

ing from Florida investors. “I
looked at spots all over the
world before I decided that
Tremblant offered the best opportunity.”
The recent expansion of the
Tremblant Airport, along with
the launch this summer of
twice-weekly Porter Airlines
Inc. flights from Toronto to
Tremblant, should help boost
the appeal of Lac en Ciel.
Other airline routes, including Continental Airline Inc.’s
Newark-to-Tremblant run, will
give open access to longerdistance markets.
Tremblant has long been a
magnet for those from far and
wide. Boasting one of the tallest peaks in the Laurentians,
the area started gathering
steam as a tourism playground
for urbanites at the turn of the
20th century.
The influx of wealthy Montrealers, as well as Americans
and Europeans in succeeding
decades, ignited the building of
hotels and guest houses.
American Joe Ryan constructed Mont-Tremblant
Lodge in the late 1930s, ushering in the skiing industry that

remains Tremblant’s major
wintertime attraction.
Postwar affluence and the
family automobile put Tremblant within reach of Montreal’s middle class. In 1991,
Vancouver-based Intrawest
Corp., Canada’s premier investor in alpine resorts, bought
up large swaths of the area, expanding the pedestrian resort
village and adding new ski lifts,
including a gondola.
The mountain and resort are
part of Mont- Tremblant National Park.
The area also brims with
non-skiing recreation, including golf, boating, bicycling and
hiking.
Jam-packed with condos,
hotels and businesses sporting
faux Swiss and traditional Quebec rooflines, the pedestrian
resort village at the base of the
mountain is, like many resorts,
a slightly surreal place.
“More and more, we see
baby boomers and families
buying (in Tremblant),” says
Jean Parisien, a real estate
broker with Immobilier
Playground, the Intrawest
brokerage handling sales at

“We were looking for something
away from the hustle and bustle,
in a smaller community,” says
Rudy.
“In Osoyoos, the weather is great,
you can walk anywhere — whether
it’s the Gelato store in the resort or to
restaurants, or to some great stores my
wife has found, or just outside to our
boat.”
What the Kafers bought was a beachfront private residence in Watermark.
The two-bedroom, 1,350-square-foot,
top floor residence sits right on the
beach and is just down the sidewalk
from the four-storey hotel condos and
lifestyle amenities that form the rest of
the resort.
SEE RESORT PAGE J13
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Lac en Ciel. In Tremblant, a
current real estate guide lists
an 840-square-foot ski-in, skiout condo with a breathtaking
view at $325,000, a less-inspired
unit in “vieux Tremblant” is
$89,000, while outlying townhomes are running at $400,000.
But for Steve Lafave, it’s Lac
en Ciel or nothing. A sales
director with Immobilier
Playground, he’s reserved two
ridge lots. He plans to build a
5,000-square-foot home for his
family on one, and possibly sell
the other.
“In my opinion, this is the
ideal location. We like being
part of a community where
when you can go the lake, there
are like-minded people there.”
OTTAWA CITIZEN

Correction

A Sept. 18 article in this section referred to Innoka Resort
in Canmore as a timeshare
development. It is in fact made
up of one-eighth ownership
shares and is not a timeshare.
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If things had worked out, the Turks and
Next Week
Caicos Islands might well have been part
of Canada. The Caribbean islands once
considered a possible union with the Great
White North, and Nova Scotia gave an
invitation to join in 2004. Read about it next Saturday.
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If things had worked out, the Turks + Caicos Islands (TCI) might well have been part of
Canada. Just think about it, warm weather all year round — and no passport required. Oh well.
---- Here’s how the scenario played out. In 1979, the Caribbean islands made a move towards independence and a date in 1982 was agreed on in principle. But a change in the TCI government caused a
policy reversal and they instead approached the Canadian government to discuss a possible union,
---- <aic:cfont fontname=”PoynterGothicText”/>At the time, though, the Canadian Government
was embroiled in a debate over free trade with the U.S., and little attention was paid to the suggestion.
---- In 2004 the Canadian province of Nova Scotia gave an invitation to join but Canada’s government said they would look at the matter later. And we’re still waiting.
---- Rob Ayer, 45, is one of a number of Canadians living, part-time, on the islands, a
British overseas territory. Matter of fact, as president of Apollo Developments Ltd.,
he has developed an upscale condo hotel on Providenciales Island to provide an any
time of the year escape for other Canadians, as well as Americans and Europeans.
---- The Gansevoort Turks + Caicos development is comprised of 52 one- to threebedroom suites that are priced from $575,000 to $1.2 million US, according to Ayer.
---- A native of Kitchener, Ont. he had purchased a home of his own in TCI in 2002 and in talking
with folks came to recognize a the need — and demand — for more residential development.
---- Construction began on the hotel, located about 400 feet off the trendy Grace Bay
Beach, in 2007. And as the development progressed, Ayer was also shrewd enough to
know that if he was going to chase the more affluent market, he would need a brand name
— enter the Gansevoort Hotel Group of New York City, which has high-end hotels in the
Big Apple, Miami, and Toronto. In 2009, Gansevoort came on board to manage the hotel.
---- “We’re about 75 per cent sold, and 11 of those sales went to Canadians, mostly from Toronto, Ottawa, and Montreal,” says Ayer. “We’ve had
visitors from Calgary and Vancouver, but no sales from out there yet.
---- Although, he adds, Dion Phaneuf spent some vacation time there befo re h e wa s t rad e d f ro m t h e F l a m e s to t h e To ro n to M a pl e L e a fs .
---- Matter of fact, Ayer’s Canadian roots tend to show themselves over the course of a
winter.

Psst! Want the inside scoop on what’s
happening in the inner city? International
real estate developer Grosvenor is
coming to Calgary’s Beltline area with
a 19-storey highrise called Drake. Read
about it next Saturday.
Next Week
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NOw SELLiNG

Possessions starting in Spring 2011

Realistic Pricing
for the Real world
Starting at $179,900
Beautiful New Project in McKenzie Towne
European Estate architecture, outstanding ﬁnishes
and a commanding location in the heart of McKenzie
Towne, all at prices that are hard to believe. Monarch
is the smart choice for your smart money.

!

Payments as
low as $267.15*

* bi-weekly payment based on 10% deposit at a variable
interest rate of 2.5% amortized over 35 years.

Professionally Designed Project
• 4 beautiful colour/product packages
• 9 foot ceilings on 4th ﬂoor suites
• Spacious private balconies
• Amenity/BBQ Areas for Owners Use
• Stone Tile base on building

Gorgeous Kitchens
• 21 cubic foot refrigerator with glass shelves
• 4 button 5 cycle automatic dishwasher
• Maple cabinets
• Hand-set tile backsplash
• Beautifully designed breakfast bars

Spa-inspired Bathrooms
• 5’6” soaker tub with tile surround
• Premium bathroom ﬁxtures
• Matching premium towel bars & hardware

Estate Level Exterior Finishes
• High Quality Acrylic Stucco
• Stone Tile window battens
• Extensively landscaped grounds

310 McKenzie Towne Gate SE | Phone: 403.453.1797 | monarchliving.ca | Presentation Centre Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 2-7 pm | Sat. & Sun. 12-5 pm | Closed Fridays
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ROOM FOR GREEN
Quarry Park is the latest residential mixed-use
development in southeast Calgary between Riverbend on the north and Douglas Glen on the south.
It’s east of Deerfoot Trail.
Developed by Remington Development Group,
which has been in business since 1994, the community will have as many as 2,000 residential units
— along with 2.6 million square feet of office and
retail space — by completion.
Much of the office space is now built, including
Remington’s head office. Shops include Co-op, now
open, and many restaurants and retail stores.
The community is on 126 hectares, 20.6 of which

form an environmental reserve adjacent to the
Bow River. An additional 10 per cent of the land is
reserved for parks.
Cardel Homes is the single-family home builder
and Birchwood Properties has a townhouse project
under construction.
Remington has been involved in more than 100
office, retail, warehouse, manufacturing and other
commercial buildings.
The multi-faceted company is also involved in
things like site assessment and evaluation, interior
design and space planning, and property management.

Calgary Herald Archive

The retail and shopping area of Quarry
Market in Quarry Park as seen in 2009.

Photos, Gavin Young, Calgary Herald

Sandy Menzies of Remington Development Group in his unit, which is under construction in the Boulevard Townes of Quarry Park.

From Page J1

PARK: Pathway system
Remington’s head office is part of
the extensive business park that’s already being developed in the area.
The community will ultimately
have 2.6 million square feet of office
space,
“I’ll be next to the pathway system

that joins to the Bow River and all the
way to the bike paths I now use in the
inner city,” says Remington. “Co-op
is already in and open, businesses are
here and restaurants are opening.”
Located east of Deerfoot Trail between Riverbend and Douglas Glen in

southeast Calgary, Quarry Park sits on
126 hectares of land — 20.6 of which
form an environmental reserve next
to the Bow River.
Another 10 per cent of the land is
dedicated to parks within the development. The project is on the site
of an old gravel pit that has been reclaimed.
“Ultimately, it will have 2,000 residential units,” says Menzies.
Cardel Homes is currently the
builder of the single-family units,
while Birchwood has the first multifamily housing site.
Construction is currently underway
for the first of the townhomes, which
wrap around Quarry Park Boulevard.
Some units in The Boulevard
Townes of Quarry Park back onto
park space.
The upscale urban townhomes have
a European architectural theme that
carries through the neighbourhood,
which contains traditional Old World,
plaza-style shops and services.
Phase one of the townhomes
consists of 38 two-storey executive
homes that are 1,500 to 2,000 square
feet. These start in the low $400,000s
plus GST.
Two show homes will open in December.

The second phase will consist of
22 three-storey townhomes with a
developed third-storey loft and sized
from 1,900 to 2,200 square feet. Prices
are from the low $500,000s
plus GST.
Interior features includes
nine-foot ceilings, hardwood floors and granite
It’s quite
countertops. It also includes
stainless-steel appliances,
attractive
built-in desks and computer
to be able
stations, and open-concept
floor plans with contemto close
porary kitchens and overthe door
sized islands.
and
walk
“This is the first new
home I’ve bought,” says
away and
Menzies.
not
worry.
“It’s exciting to be inSandy
volved in the decision makMenzies,
ing. I love condos because
Remington
I’m really not keen on shovDevelopment
elling.
Group
“It’s quite attractive to be
able to close the door and
walk away and not worry.
The yard isn’t big, but it is my own
space and I have a two-car garage,
which is pretty attractive — and there
are not many opportunities to be able
to walk to work in the city.”

THE BUYER

Above, units for sale within the development.
Below, the sales centre for the project.

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
PROJECT: The Boulevard
Townes of Quarry Park.
BUILDER: Birchwood
Properties.
DEVELOPER: Remington
Development Group.
AREA: Quarry Park in the
southeast.
PRICES: From the low
$400,000s plus GST.
DIRECTIONS: Take
Deerfoot Trail south to

Glenmore Trail. Turn
east, then right at 18th
Street S.E. Follow through
Riverbend to Quarry
Park Boulevard and follow the signs to the sales
centre.
HOURS: Open from
2 p.m. to 8 p.m. Mondays
to Thursdays, and noon
to 5 p.m. weekends and
holidays.

Sandy Menzies.
BACKGROUND:
Menzies is vicepresident of land
development for
Remington Development Group, the
developer of the
mixed-use residential neighbourhood
of Quarry Park in
the southeast. A
tried-and-true inner
city condo homebuyer, Menzies
is giving up the
downtown for the
development that
his company is
now building —
Quarry Park — with
the multi-family
developer Birchwood Properties.
“I’m quite excited,”
says Menzies. “It’s
a great location. I
like to walk to work
and I’ll be able to do
that.”
PROJECT: The
Boulevard Townes
of Quarry Park.
BUILDER: Birchwood Properties.
DEVELOPER: Remington Development Group.
Possession
date: December.

